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The Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach advocates,
educates, and invests in the community to protect the

architectural, botanical, and cultural heritage of Palm Beach.

Learn more at www.palmbeachpreservation.org

ANURSESREGISTRY

License No. NR30211298

FULLYLICENSED
INTHESTATEOFFLORIDA

Bonded and Insured

www.anursesregistry.com

1411N. Flagler Dr.,
West PalmBeach

Next to
Good SamaritanHospital

In The
Victor Farris Building

Suite #3901

PersonalAssistant

Hospital • Residential
Facility • Travel
Qualified Skilled

Professionals

Available 24/7-Short Notice
NoOvertime

(except holidays)

(561) 671-1947
EmergencyHurricanePlan

For YouAndYour Pet
(BASED ONAVAILABILITY)

LPN

CNA HHA

RN

W
E-

42
68

61
03

Today is Friday, April 24,
the 114th day of 2026.
There are 251 days left
in the year. On this date
in:
1183 BC: This is the
traditional date that
marked the Fall of Troy
at the end of the Trojan
War.
1704: John Campbell, a
bookseller and post-
master, published the
first issue of the Boston
News-Letter, making it
the first continuously
published newspaper in
the U.S. The British
government initially had
a heavy hand in the
distribution and ap-
proval of the publica-
tion.
1800: The U.S. Library of
Congress was estab-
lished by President
John Adams. Congress
appropriated the library
with $5,000 to purchase
“such books as may be
necessary for the use of
congress.” The first
books were ordered
from London. It is Con-
gress’ research arm and
the oldest federal cul-
tural institution in the
U.S.
1914: The Franck-Hertz
quantum experiment
was presented to the
world in Germany. It
was the first measur-
able experiment that
proved the discrete,
quantized energy states
of electrons, supporting
early quantum mechan-
ics theorems.
1926: Germany and the
Soviet Union signed the
Treaty of Berlin, with
each pledging neutral-
ity between the nations
in events of conflict for
five years.
2005: Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger was inaugu-
rated as the 265th Pope
of the Catholic Church.
He took up the name
Pope Benedict XVI.
– Hoang Tran, USA
TODAY Network

TODAY IN
HISTORY

Author and Palm
Beach resident Chris
Baumann celebrated the
launch of her new illus-
trated children’s book
with a recent event atThe
Royal Poinciana Plaza.
Nearly 150 people at-

tended the Palm Beach
event in the plaza’s west

courtyard,
which fea-
tured mu-
sic, inter-
active ac-
tivities, a
book sign-
ing and re-
fresh-

ments.
Baumann’s book,

“Alyxander: Defender of
Humanity,” from inde-
pendent publisher Nico 11
Publishing & Design, fol-
lows a small dog with a
big heart whose adven-
tures take place around
the oceanfront clock tow-
er at the end of Palm
Beach's Worth Avenue,
according to a release.
The story highlights
themes of kindness,
courage and empathy in a
playful style aimed at

young readers.
Many children took

part in activities tied to
the story, with some
dressed as characters
from Alyxander’s world.
Alyxander, Baumann’s

real-life Jack Russell ter-

rier who inspired the
book, made a special ap-
pearance at the March 21
celebration.
The event also includ-

ed support from Palm
Beach businesses Roller
Rabbit and ScandyCan-

dy, which helped provide
family-friendly program-
ming and activities.
Baumann donated

books to the Cancer Alli-
ance of Help & Hope,
where they will be dis-
tributed to children im-

pacted by cancer. A por-
tion of proceeds from the
eventwill also benefit the
Palm Beach-based or-
ganization.
“Alyxander: Defender

of Humanity" is available
through online retailers.

Author Chris Baumann hosts book
launch event at Royal Poinciana Plaza
Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK

Guests attend a March 21 event at The Royal Poinciana Plaza in Palm Beach celebrating the launch of Chris
Baumann’s new children’s book. PROVIDED BY CAPEHART

Baumann

but it depends on how
many more changes we
embrace.”
Strayer added that the

budget for the project has
remained balanced so
far, with savings in some
areas helping offset high-
er costs. She said any
cost changes would re-
sult from requests by the
Preservation Foundation
of Palm Beach, which is
spearheading renovation
plans and funding most
of the project.
The council approved

a $20,000 change order
for construction-phase
services tied to addition-
al work requested by the
foundation. Town staff
said the adjustment ap-
plies to the town’s con-
tract with engineering
consultant Kimley-Horn
and will be funded
through a donation from
the foundation.
Also during the meet-

ing, Adam Rossmell, a
project manager with
Burkhardt Construction,
the project’s contractor,
provided an update on
the overall redevelop-
ment of the park, which
began inMay 2025 under
an 18-month timeframe.
Rossmell said work on

the tennis center and
south parking area was
completed and reopened
in November, marking a
major milestone as con-
struction continued in
other parts of the park.
Workhas since shifted

to the northern portion of
the site, where crews are
constructing new rest-
room buildings, picnic
pavilions and the Coastal

Restoration Center — a
new nursery and propa-
gation facility for native
plants — while also ad-
vancing renovations to
the lifeguard station and
installing playground
equipment, Rossmell
said.
Rossmell noted that

all four picnic pavilions
have been built, with
roofing work ongoing,
and that two restroom
buildings are progressing
in similar stages of con-
struction. He highlighted
progress on the Coastal
Restoration Center,
where interior systems
have been installed and
inspections are under-
way.
Work on the lifeguard

station renovation has
progressed more slowly,
he added, citing condi-
tions in the original wood
structure. Structural
crews have been modify-
ing openings for new
windows and doors and
repairing steps and un-
derlying components.
The project also in-

cluded the relocation of
the historic Little Red
Schoolhouse, which was
moved in December to a

new foundation within
the park.
The schoolhouse,

which is home to the
Preservation Founda-

tion’s living history pro-
gram, will anchor the
new “Great Lawn” and
wildflower garden to the
west.
In addition to the park

improvements, work is
ongoing along the west
side of South Ocean Bou-
levard, where crews are
regrading and replanting
landscaping as part of
the project, Rossmell
said.
Council members

praised the park’s pro-
gress during the presen-
tation. They singled out
the landscaping work
and said it would signifi-
cantly improve areas that
were previously over-
grown.
Council Pro-Tem Lew

Crampton, a South End
resident, pointed to the
landscaping plans for the
west side of South Ocean
Boulevard along A1A,
saying it was an area
“people tend to forget.”
“There’s a lot of good

work going on there,
which I think people in
the South End haven’t
really noticed yet,” he
said. “That’s going to be a
big enhancement. There
was a lot of tangly brush
and junk stuff over there.
You guys have cleaned it
out and are doing some
specific plantings that
look very good. That area
is going to be a major im-
provement over what we
had before.”
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A worker trims tree branches to allow the Little Red
Schoolhouse to safely reach its new location at
Phipps Ocean Park in Palm Beach on Dec. 16, 2025.
DAMON HIGGINS/PALM BEACH DAILY NEWS


